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The Beginning 

By Lillian (Jercich) Nielsen 

As one of the founding member of S.A.C.O, formerly known as Y.A.C.O., it has been 
over 25 years since the idea for this organization first originated. 

Back in 1977, our family was planning to take our first trip to Croatia, the birthplace of 
my parents, Anton and Tomazina Jercich. My husband David and I were the parents of 
three teenagers, and the previous year my dad had passed away. He had always told his 
grandchildren about his childhood years in Praznice, on the Island of Brae. Even though 
I knew the Croatian language taught to us by our parents, I needed a “brush up” and also 
wanted to learn the proper usage of the language, which included reading and writing, 
and pronouncing words and phrases that sometime took on a language of their own 
through years of translation. I found out that a Serbo-Croatian language class was taking 
place through Watsonville High School, taught by a young woman from Yugoslavia, 
Nevenka Novcich (later to become Radich). 

I and my daughter JoAnn joined the class, and once a week for over a year learned so 
much from Nevenka’s class, and became acquainted with others that were also trying to 
learn or improve their native language. Two of my fellow classmates, Patricia 
(Gospodnetich) Solano and Marlene (Matiasevich) Radovich, and I, along with Nevenka, 
and other members of the class, would have discussions as to how wonderful it would be 
if there was some sort of club or organization where people of Slavic backgrounds could 
come together periodically to socialize with each other, be able to learn about their many 
sacrifices and struggles once they got here, and where eventually they contributed so 
much to our society. It would also be a place where our young people could benefit from 
the experiences and camaraderie from others who shared the same heritage. 

Thus through these discussions and with the help of many, many others, our dream and 
vision came to fruition. From the earliest days of this organization, the outpouring and 
acceptance from our Slavic community was tremendous and has been sustained through 
all of these 25 plus years. Recent events that I have attended at Watsonville Women’s 
Club and annual picnics in Corralitos have been overflowing with Slavic and non-Slavic 
participants. People come from surrounding towns and communities to share in our 
social get-togethers. 

This is a tribute to all those who have worked so hard throughout the years to continue 
the legacy and aspirations of the founding members. My sincere congratulations and best 
wishes for a job well done goes out to each one of you, officers and members of S.A.C.O. 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

We have gone through a couple of big events since 
the last newsletter. The rack of lamb dinner held 
April 23, 2005 at the Watsonville Women’s Club 
had an attendance of 146 people. We had great food 
and entertainment, and I even noticed a few new 
members. Thank you! 

Our next event was the BBQ held on July 10, 2005. 
We had a total of 215 people. WOW! The food 
was extraordinary and diverse, thanks to Pete 
Kovacich and crew. Caroline Bahr’s Novi Stari 
Tamburiza Group kept the rhythm throughout the 
day. It looked like everyone was enjoying the beau¬ 
tiful day. 

Thank you to all who attended. And more thanks to 
the helper Mary Siefke, Helen Ukestad, Jacqueline 
Zadravec, Norma Hansen, Ann Cemokus, SACO 
officers Geri Heebner, Nina Matulich, Joe Puhera, 
and bartenders Steve Zupan and John Vodanovich. 
There were great raffle prizes, including all the 
strawberries brought by Alex Solano. Thanks again! 

See you all at our next event! 

Steve Belick 


Buy One Get One FREE! 


J-ffl ‘Povitics Co. 

2 loaves shipped to one address for $21.99 
Choose two of our seven delicious flavors 
English Walnut • Cream Cheese • Apple Cinnamon 
Raisin Walnut • Strawberry Cream Cheese 
Chocolate Chip Cream Cheese • Poppy Seed 

3 Wavs to Order 

Phone: 1-800-634-1002 • Website: www.povitica.com 
Mail: 8609 Quivira Rd., Lenexa, KS 66215 

Offer Expires October 8, 2005 


CROATIAN CONNECTIONS 

A Presentation of Two Croatian Research Projects 

Donna Mekis and Kathy Mekis Miller, granddaughters 
of Marko Mekis and Catherine Korach Mekis of 
Watsonville, are working on a book which will docu¬ 
ment the immigration of Croatians to Watsonville from 
1870 to 1920. Tom Ninkovich, a volunteer for the 
PVHA, is involved in collecting old photos and other 
source material of Croatians for the same time period. 

Donna, Kathy and Tom will present a summary of their 
projects and their research to date. For more informa¬ 
tion call Tom at 831/247-4456. 

Sponsored by the Pajaro Valley Historical Association 

Date: Saturday, October 29, 2005. 

Time: 2-4 p.m. 

Location: Cabrillo College Watsonville Center, 318 
Union Street. The talk will be held in the Forum (across 
from the Plaza; north building, ground floor). 

Admission: Free. 
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SACO OFFICERS 

President - Steve Belick 662-3859 Recording Secretary - Geri Derpich - Hebner 728-2666 

Vice President - Peter Kovacich 724-0071 Financial / Corresponding Secretary - 

Treasurer - Jo Franich - Puhera 724-8930 Nina Matulich 724-7971 























THE SACO SCHOLARSHIP 
RECIPIENTS (Class of June, 2005) 
Awarded $400 each to: 

Watsonville High School: 

Angela Katich 

Daughter of Clemente & Margarita Katich 

Aptos High School: 

Emily Belding 

Daughter of Richard L & Katherine Americh Belding 
Maryanna Espejo 

Daughter of Linda Wathen Espejo & the late Joseph Espejo 
(Both daughter & mother are members of SACO) 

Erik Sambrailo 

Son of Mark and Karen Sambrailo 

Grandson of the late Bill Sambrailo (was a SACO member) 


I want to apologize for sending you this 
letter until present day. It's just that I've 
been at the University of Monterey Bay 
taking some classes. This is the only 
weekend (had free to come back home. 

I want to thank you and your 
organization for your help. Organizations 
like this help students like me that have a 
special dream to follow, but can't afford it 
These organizations also help us by 
making the path towards our dreams 
easier. We all need help from someone to 
achieve our goals. Your contribution will 
help me pay some of my books... the tools 
I need to reach my dreams. 

Thank You, 

Sincerely, 

Angelica Katich 


r x/i'o \ ic.v^ 

X w>c\.5 -VvinlWV avui. A-o o?c\cm-c. 

hcJL-3 *-{DD lc>y~ S'CYlolo/’j^V'Vi P - X CavwicV" 

\OA tJCM. lAU/U /YVUltA fV WK—• 'Xy\UV\VL~ 

UjOJ 30 vYiuon. X u-ASY' 

3Vrv\ iV/vfi'VioiA u^-ovc ck l\/c ho Yoru-u, ca\# 

W\ . TV\ca r\ V-i Atja i/n 


\ovrc 

fcrwVltj 



9>_taA Sftco morrJfaM? 

J*' JxdAj zUu,OAtaAfiJfC Gjfaovdy 

dL wi -^arvcW- o£, Trty 
.hvwtiufrV cvruk JbirZh; TlJpJykj 
Ostok JmMi, A^llpjU L J&now fh 

JjtfXlA, & AmiL M, akt&ruUsry, Col 

ifM/As OMnAph* jn. JthL 

fa. Tno&jmjL fftnz 

L<rv(MoAiC £jjj txfiMMAjjg 

in 4 


Dtor tAc-frlot/^s of SKC-O t 

TVvxnV, \>£0 for ^aur AorvxYior* +c> Kc\p 
Tnc. ogJr iVorVtA.. w'\Vr\ coUto^. 

X d.»r* Vt> o.VtcrA. +Vw_ On\si«.r^\^ oh Co\oro&o 

ok ^boAh*x . X pl«w\ -to tr^*Nccrir\Q^' 

x <vcr\ p<ooA oT YVisa ^Oc\\ooj^ ■VVkxV \s 




WxV'h YYML- 


Ino rrxxVic/ n~V\ccc VY^ liR. c\ocs. TVoaVls, oo^\p> % 
E.Y\\C 3cyrc^Ofzi^XS 

















THE TRAVEL SECTION 

TRAVEL: CROATIAN VACATION 

Here’s the thing about Croatia. It’s so incredibly 
cool. It just doesn’t know it yet. 

Hrvatska’s (as locals call it) gorgeous islands and 
bohemian coastal towns recall the French and Italian 
Rivieras (without the crowds and pretensions). That 
they’re hard to get to makes them all the more 
worth it. 

Start in Split, the grooviest of the mainland towns, a 
quick stopover on your way to the islands and an 
easy connecting flight from Frankfurt and Rome (or 
an overnight ferry ride from Ancona, if you happen 
to be jaunting through Tuscany). As you wander the 
mazelike town, take note: There are travertine and 
red tile roofs everywhere, and Croatian chicks make 
‘80s styles look totally tubular. At Magma 
(Batijoanova 52a TS9), score Nubian-princess hoop 
earrings, which Dalmatian sailors (pirates, all) once 
wore to ensure proper burials. 

Then head down the coast towards Dubrovnik, 
jewel of the Adriatic. Hire a yacht or ferry down to 
Hvar, a spot favored for its nightlife. Dine at 
Macondo (order shrimp, bouzzara-style), then hit 
the club Carpe Diem, right on the water. 

But don’t stay on Hvar. Take a ten-minute water 
taxi to oh-so-boho Palmizana. The Meneghello 
family took over the tiny island a century ago and 
built groovy villas overlooking the Adriatic. Earth 
mother Dagmar will regale you with stories of visit¬ 
ing artists. Her son runs Toto, the haute 
Mediterranean resto that serves superfresh fish and 
lemony Swiss chard. You 

can hike the island in about an hour: Pack sunscreen 
and stop to sunbathe at the gorgeous inlets and float 
in the salty Adriatic. Dionis, the cafd on the other 
side of the island (try the pickled rosemary), has 
great views. The next morning take the ferry from 
Stari Grad to Dubrovnik, with a quick stop in 
Korcula, another stunning island with a gorgeous 
old town. The coast is so beautiful, the eight-hour 
ride will fly by Dubrovnik is suspended in time: 

It’s Latin, Slavic, Baroque, and medieval. Most 
guides say you only need a day or so to see the for¬ 
tified city, but you’ll dread your departure. Enter 
the old city via the Pile or Poce Gates; stroll La 
Luza Square. Climb the stairs (starting at either 


end) and walk the walls for breathtaking views of 
city and sea. 

For star treatment, stay at the Hotel Escelsior or 
Grand Villa Argentina, just outside the center of 
town, or at the recently renovated Pucic Palace, the 
only hotel inside the city gates. Book an outdoor 
table at Proto (Siroka ulica 1, 20000; 385-20-323- 
234), the rooftop resto in the old city. On your sec¬ 
ond night, head outside the city to the old-school 
Atlas Club Nautika (Brsalje 3, 20000; 385-20-442- 
526, 385-20-442-573) or the new-school East West, 
which doesn’t have an address (look on the beach, a 
few minutes from the Poce gate) The Taverna 
Rustica at the Escelsior has fab cuttlefish risotto and 
a view of the city. Finally, head to Bar 
Hemingway, off La Luza Square, and scheme how 
to stay forever. 

Regent International Hotels. Enjoy sophisticated 
luxury accommodations, truly personalized guest 
service and the utmost in attention to detail at the 
Regent Berlin and The Regent Esplanade Zagreb. 
Call 1-888-201-1806. 

For instant information, go to www.cntscape.cora 
Submitted by: Frany Derpich Colendich 

IN MEMORIUM 

Mary Scurich Farris, 77 years, April 14, 2005 
- Watsonville 

Mother & Mother-In-Law of Harold, Roseann & Mark 
Sister of Bud Scurich, June Eastman & Kathy 
Burelson 

Peter R. Tovaraz, 89 years, July 6, 2005 - Watsonville 
Father of Barbara King & Jean Johnson 

Francis J. Violich, 94 years, August 21, 2005 
noted UC Professor of Urban Planning - Berkeley 
Sons Antonio Violich of Watsonville, Frano Violich, 
Mario Violich 

Daughters Carmen Violich Goodin & Francesca 
Violich Arango 

MARKYOUR CALENDAR 

Upcoming SACO Dinner to be held at 
Woman’s Club 

Saturday, December 17, 2005 

Flyers will be mailed prior to events regarding time, 
price, etc. 




WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 


CORRESPONDENCE 


Nick Alaga 
Katie Alaga-Smith 
Nick and Bea Drobac 
Bill Mifsud 

Mark & Karen Sambrailo 

APPRECIATION 

Rack of Lamb Dinner 
Saturday, April 22, 2005 

Desserts made by: 

Ann Backovich, Lillian Banovac, Mary Basich, Steve 
Belick, Ann Cemokus, Judy Eiskamp, Geri Heebner, 
Betty Jones, Mary Lipanovich, Nina Matulich, Agnes 
Mifsud, Ann Moresco, Cathy Moresco, Georgia 
O’Hoppe, Mary Pilo, Jo Puhera, Gladys Rodrigues/ 
Mary Siefke, Helen Ukestad, Slavica Zalac 

Raffles Prizes furnished by: 

Elsie & John Alciati, Lillian & Chas. Banovac, Steve 
Belick, Adeline Bettincourt, Gwen Carroll, Ann 
Cemokus, Thelma Dorey, Nita Gizdich, Geri Heebner, 
Nina Matulich, Mary Lipanovich, Betty Jones, Nick 
Rajkovich, Bill Resetar, Sons of Italy, SACO, Ann 
Soldo, Edie Stene, Helen Ukestad, John Vodanovich, 
Steve Zupan 

BBQ 

Sunday, July 10, 2005 
Desserts made by: 

Estelle Alaga, Angie Atkins, Ann Backovich, Steve 
Belick, Ann Cemokus, Frany Colendich, Lena 
Edelmair, Geri Heebner, Betty Jones, Chris Justus, 
Joyce Kalich, Mary Lipanovich, Nina Matulich, 
Audrey Mekis, Ethlyn Miller, Georgia O’Hoppe, 

Linda Pavlovich, Mary Pilo, Jo Puhera, Gladys 
Rodrigues, Ann Scurich, Mary Siefke, Genevieve 
Simunovich, Helen Ukestad, Jacqueline Zadravec 

Raffles Prizes furnished by: 

Tomi Antonovich, Alice & Steve Bankhead, Steve 
Belick, Ann Cemokus, Frances Davis, Thelma Dorey, 
Judy Eiskamp, Jimie Franich, Nita Gizdich, Frank 
Harris, Pete Harris, Geri Heebner, Betty Jones, Chris 
Justus, Antoinette Lukrich, Nina Matulich, Ethlyn 
Miller, Linda Pavlovich, Mary Pilo, Jo Puhera, Gladys 
Rodrigues, SACO, Isabelle & Margie Secondo, 
Genevieve Simunovich, Dale Skillicom, Pat & Alex 
Solano, Sons of Italy, Rita Stringari, Helen Ukestad, 
Jacqueline Zadravec, John Vodanovich, Steve Zupan, 
Bill Resetar 

Thank you to all providing the wonderful desserts and 
raffle prizes. 

Hvala Puno! (Thanks Much) 
Nina Matulich 


Aromas 
Aromas 
Santa Cruz 
Hollister 
Watsonville 

SECTION 
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THE SLAV1C-AMERICAN 
CULTURAL ORGANIZATION, INC. 
P.O. Box 226 

Watsonville, CA. 95077 




Ann Backovich 
21 Jefferson St. 
Watsonville, CA 95076 


DATED MATERIAL - Please Rush 
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